Voices from the Ground… Needed - A Political Constituency for the Disabled:
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Mithu Alur's Appeal for the Disabled Vote

 Disabled people and their families, numbering 100 million people in the poorer areas of the country’s rural, tribal and urban slum areas have no political representation in Parliament.  Their issues are not included in the political manifestos of any political party nor are they reflected in the common minimum programmes. While disabled people have political rights, that is, the right to vote, they do not have civil rights.  Eighty per cent of them are excluded from the Government’s existing programmes of education, nutrition, health care and other anti-poverty services and are in a political wilderness.

Nearly 100 million people in India without a constituency, including the poorest of the poor, the most illiterate and the most unemployed. A massive exclusion.
Dr. Mithu Alur, who has been working for the disabled, the poor and needy children and youth for the last three decades says ’Nobody has heard our voices - we are not on the agenda of any political party! Nearly 100 million people are out of the ambit of Government services and programmes – a huge number are in a political wilderness, not represented on any political party's manifesto. This exclusion is a violation of justice and human rights. To address this massive exclusion we are presently embarking on a political campaign, to garner votes from disabled people and their families and those who support disability issues to get included in the political manifestos. Our Charter will give a voice to the voiceless and initiate change for disabled people who are all shouting for their rights that are: 
· Right to Vote

· Right to Education

· Right to Health Services

· Right to Suitable Employment

To address this our Political Charter states that 

· Disability issues should be included in the political manifestos of all political parties as well as in their common minimum programmes
· A National Disability Advisor working under the jurisdiction of the Prime Minister within the Prime Minister’s Office would help to bring about effective public private partnership and monitor the implementation of all programmes.
· A commitment must be made, that 10% of M.P.’s budgets is spent on disability issues, disabled people, their education, health and their families.
· Disabled people voices need to be heard in  Parliament
Mithu Alur says “we will no longer remain silent and invisible… we have gathered over one lakh votes from all over Bombay and preparing to do so in the rest of India. We will be able to ‘swing’ an election. We intend to ensure that each political party has disability in their manifestos and common minimum programme, as it concerns the poorest and most powerless in this country. Disabled people will begin to exercise their political rights appropriately for the first time.”
Contact at:

ADAPT (formerly The Spastics Society of India), 
Opp. Afghan Church, Upper Colaba Road, Colaba, Mumbai – 5.  
Tel.: 22150555, 22186813   Fax: 22185338  Email:mithualur@hotmail.com
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